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The fathers of Australian Commonwealth had longed
for the inclusion of New Zealand in the Australian Federa-
tion, but the sea more than counterbalanced the aggregating
tendencies and their pious hopes have not been fulfilled
even upto the present da jr. And for the same reason New
Foundland did not join the Dominion of Canada. Again
the idea of establishing federal union between the various
members of the so-called Commonwealth of British nations
has not gone beyond the sphere of academic discussion
mainly, among other reasons, on account of the long long
distances that separate these nations. The ocean has proved
too formidable to allow federal ties to grow stronger,
although other aggregating tendencies favonr a federal
union. On the other hand, the various provinces of Scuth
Africa united in 1900 as the geogi'aphical contiguity of the
country proved more powerful than racial animosities and
other strifes.*
Hamilton had expressed similar sentiments regard-
ing the United States of America. He said, " It has often
given me pleasure to observe, that independent America was
not composed of cletached and distant territories, but one
connected, fertile, wide-spreading country was the portion
of our western sons of liberty. Providence has in a parti-
cular manner blessed it with a variety of soils and
productions, and watered it with innumerable streams, for
the delight and accommodation o£ its inhabitants. A suc-
cession of navigable waters forms a kind o£ chain round its
borders, as if to bind it together; while the most noble
rivers in the world, running at convenient distances,
* Speaking of this physical feat me of South Africa B. fi. Eiand s-ays :
** In no country is the growth of a common nationality more certain,
and the creation of one controlling government more imperative. The
country, vast as it is in area, is destined by nature to he one. Its physical
features are uniform, and there are no natural barriers between one part
and another. The population forms, and in reality formed even before the
war, one body politic." ' Union of South Africa,' pp. 8-9,

